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As
Christian

asCherry
Pie

People often ask, “What is meant by Chris-
tian foreign policy?” I often answer that 
question with another: “What’s the differ-

ence between Christian and non-Christian cher-
ry pie?” Most people would agree that on the 
whole it is better to get cherry pie from a good 
but non-Christian baker than from the Sunday 
school teacher at the local church who has a 
wonderful heart but can never quite remember 
whether to use baking soda or baking powder 
when making a pie crust. So one good place 
to start from is that just because something is 
made in a church, or even made with love, does 
not mean it is fit for purpose. Christians need a 
critical approach toward things that call them-
selves Christian foreign policy—or people who 
identify themselves as Christians and claim 
some sort of special charism in foreign policy. 
To claim that because my religion is good and 
my principles are sound, therefore my foreign 
policy must be good, is the hallmark of—let us 

not say an idiot, but of someone who needs to 
think a little more and try to “change the world” 
a little less. 

Once people begin to think that there is some-
thing called “Christian foreign policy” that is 
different from and better than the non-Chris-
tian kind, it is only a short additional step to 
think that only Christians should make foreign 
policy. This, let me say clearly, is wrong. Is it a 
Christian position to say that Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, and secular people should be excluded 
from positions of trust in our federal republic 
on the basis of their faith? Were the Founding 
Fathers wrong to prohibit religious tests in our 
Constitution? From the beginning, the Ameri-
can republic has embraced the idea that any citi-
zen, regardless of, among other things, religious 
background or commitment, is free to partici-
pate at every level of public life. Baptism does 
not confer supernatural insight into tax policy, 
infrastructure policy, or foreign policy any more 
than it confers a special talent for baking cherry 
pie. 
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