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Stop
ruining
your own
Wi-Fi

Love is in the air — and for sale

Junior Matthew Denney browses the
options at the senior class’ table in Lower
Beamer

By Austin Chu
Staff Writer
Recently, the Wi-Fi has
been plaguing Wheaton’s campus with unstable connection
and inconsistent performance.
Many students have expressed the Wi-Fi issues they
have been experiencing. Freshman Alex Prus said, “I have to
switch between manual and
WC-Internet frequently. With
the Internet being so slow, I have
to use my Ethernet cable a lot.
This is especially different when
I have to access my Blackboard
(account) or do homework.”
Students
having
trouble
with Wi-Fi is not a new issue at Wheaton. Sophomore
Timothy Holland said, “The
Wi-Fi last year was poor and
all around generally slow. I even
had to install my own router.”
Freshman Hudson Ades added
a story of his own, saying, “During my online psych final, the Internet froze, and I had to restart
my final. Thankfully, it happened
to a lot of students and my teacher let us start over ... Now I know
to take all my finals always connected with an Ethernet cable.”
Many have wondered at the
cause of all these Internet connectivity issues. IT believes that
these connectivity issues have to
do with interfering Wi-Fi devices. When students have their own,
non-college affiliated wireless devices such as wireless printers, cell
phone hot spots, gaming devices
and wireless routers, the personal
signals interrupt the design of
the college provided service. This
causes Internet connection havoc
for all students and faculty. Many
students have printers in their
rooms for personal use, and many
have personal Wi-Fi hot spots
that are blocking the non-Wheaton College wireless devices.
Wendy Woodward, the new
chief information officer at
Information
Technology, is
working with the campus on
strategic visions and planning

Andrew Graber

By Karis Lee
Staff Writer
The Senior Date Auction followed the Kingdom Prayer Vigil’s
final day of prayer based on the
theme of hope last week. The

irony of the sequence of events
was impossible to ignore, with
the Senior Date Auction booth
squeezed between two enormous
red Prayer Vigil posters in Lower
Beamer, where one of the strings

of paper hearts on the booth
read “marry me.” With graduation fast approaching, the auction
seemed to be playing the comedic
act of helping the 28 seniors up
for bid get their “ring by spring.”

By Stephen Quillen
Managing Editor
The United States has the second-highest rate of incarceration
in the world: higher than Cuba,
higher than Russia and higher
than Iran. As of 2011, there were
over 2.2 million people incarcerated in America, nearly one percent of resident adults. There are
millions more on probation and
parole. Furthermore, data from

the U.S. Department of Justice
states that “more than half of prisoners serving sentences of more
than a year in federal facilities
were convicted of drug offenses.”
These facts yield considerable public scrutiny, especially
in light of renewed debate surrounding our nation’s criminal
justice system. They raise important questions about principles
of justice, equality and liberty.

With this in mind, Wheaton
College has turned its attention
to the issue of mass incarceration.
Over the past two weeks, the
Center for Urban Engagement
and the Center for Applied Christian Ethics hosted two events on
the subject, featuring filmmaker
Dawn Porter and social scientist Dr. Michael Leo Owens.
Porter, who won the 2014

Wheaton talks incarceration

Incarceration page 4 >>

Catholic-to-Muslim believer
discusses misconceptions about Islam
By Katelyn Skye Bennett
News Editor

Courtesy Savannah Both

Laura Clark

Joyce Both, a former Catholic turned Muslim,
dressed in her hijab

Wi-Fi page 3 >>
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Joyce Both was raised in a
Catholic home in Illinois until
she was 17, when she converted
to Mormonism, but she still had
questions about God. She remained a Mormon for the rest
of her adult life until two months
ago when she converted to Islam.
Wearing long sleeves and a
full hijab, Both told her testimony to a room full of self-proclaimed Christians at the Middle
East Understanding Club’s first
member meeting on Feb. 12. A
self-declared “logical person,”
Both said everyone believes in
God when they are infants. Ac-

This was the first year Wheaton College ever held a fundraiser of this kind. The 2015
Senior Class Council organized
the event to supplement costs

Dates page 3 >>

50 shades
of moral
decay

By Stephen Quillen
Managing Editor

The controversial film “Fifty
Shades of Grey” hit theaters
across the country on Valentine’s
Day weekend, and Americans
flocked to see it. According to
the ticketing service corporation
Fandango, the film was the “fastest selling R-rated title” in the
company’s history, even “outpacing other R-rated hits such as the
second and third ‘Hangover’ films
and ‘Gone Girl.’” The movie has
scored over $230 million at the
box office worldwide, and been
pirated online over 450,000 times.
Additionally, the film has
become a cultural icon, sparking discussion around the
country about issues of gender, sex, power and exploitation.
The Record spoke to associate professor of theology Beth
Jones about the film, discussing
her work on the popular romance
series “Twilight,” “Fifty Shades
of Grey,” and the cultural implications they yield. Jones has
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In Issue 20, the photo of the Wheaton men’s basketball team was taken by Allison Freet.

“Motown Revue” in review
Last Friday, Gospel Choir hosted its annual celebration of
the Motown era of African-American music from the 1960s
through ‘80s. Modern African-American music styles
grew from this period, a crucial time in American history.
At the event, groups of friends performed for
the crowd. Attendees then took photos during an intermission while a video about the history of Motown played. Following more performances, students danced and sang to karaoke.

Faith Williams (left), Austin Farrow, Leonard Blair
and Christian Simpson sing karaoke together on
stage

Austin Farrow (left), Rodney Sisco, Jay Fort and
Keith Jacobs sing a karaoke song

Joel Miller

Joel Miller

Andrea Artis (left) and Samantha Heard, both
members of the Gospel Choir cabinet, dress up
fashionably for the Motown event.

Sam Cho, the guitarist for the Gospel Choir, jams out
to “Ain’t No Sunshine” by Bill Withers

Joel Miller

Laura Clark

inworldnews

Samantha Heard (left), Laura Clark and Kaley
Olsen, all members of the Gospel Choir cabinet,
channel their Motown magic

Joel Miller

News from beyond Wheaton’s campus
North America
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Europe

“Guns fall silent in Ukraine’s Donetsk as Poroshenko
orders ceasefire”
Reuters
At exactly midnight on Saturday, the fierce fighting across
eastern Ukraine halted in observance of the ceasefire negotiated between Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko
and Russian President Vladimir Putin. The treaty includes
plans for the withdrawal of heavy weapons and the establishment of a neutral “buffer zone.” Poroshenko warned
that this was a last chance at peace.

“How U.S. aid worker Kayla Mueller was taken hostage
by Isis — and how attempts to save her failed”
The Guardian
Last Tuesday, family of American aid worker, Kayla Mueller, gathered to mourn her death. She was captured by
Islamic State while on an overnight trip to a hospital in
Aleppo, Syria, on Aug. 4, 2013. An ongoing investigation
and multiple rescue attempts have gone on undercover for
the last 18 months until IS released photos of her murder in
response to Jordanian attacks.

“Two Copenhagen shootings leave 1 dead, 6 injured”
CNN
At a gathering of supporters on Saturday for Lars Vilks,
a Swedish cartoonist whose depiction of the prophet
Mohammed angered many Muslims, an unidentified man
was shot dead, and three policemen were wounded. Ten
hours later a gunman opened fire near a synagogue. It was

Africa

“After years of war, Goma, DRC, is open for business”
Al Jazeera
A border town in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo,
Goma has been a hot spot for violence fed by both its
neighbor Rwanda and by national conflict. Despite this
history and the threatening active volcano 12 miles north
of Goma, businesses and progress are picking up. Locals
believe this positive trend will continue even after UN
peace keepers and expatriates are expected to leave.

Public Safety Blotter
Monday, Feb. 9: General Service
Plumbing issues in the Peter Pam
Apartments.
Wednesday, Feb. 11: Suspicious Person
Student found sleeping in Todd M.
Beamer Student Center at 1:48 a.m.

Writer

Middle East

“In Pakistan’s ideological war over textbooks, Helen
Keller doesn’t make cut”
The Washington Post
In a movement reversing the efforts from a decade ago
made by the era of “enlightened moderation,” revisions
to Pakistan’s school curriculum are cutting out Western
thought. The effort is being led by the newly empowered
Jamaat-e-Islami party as part of its effort to crack down
on extremism.

Friday, Feb. 13: Parking Enforcement
Citations issued for cars parked at tennis
courts.
Friday, Feb. 13: Fire Alarm
Smoke detector set off fire alarm at Traber Hall, but there was no fire (surprise).
Fire panel was successfully reset.

Saturday, Feb. 14: Alarm Trouble
Panel read detector malfunctioned in Hedrickson gym. System was reset twice, but
panel still malfunctioned.
Saturday, Feb. 14: Suspicious Person
Homeless man was trying to sell books to
students in Traber Hall.
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strategic visions and planning
for the use of technology around
campus, academics, administration and students. She also
oversees IT services and works
with the library, faculty and
student advisory committees.
Students can help prevent
these Wi-Fi outages. Woodward
said, “Students can take the following steps to make sure you are
getting the best connection for
your devices: Plug in when you
can. A wired connection simply
delivers a more consistent experience than a wireless connection, so use it whenever possible,
especially when watching video.”
Woodward continued, “Report
bad wireless connections to IT. If
you notice your Wi-Fi connection
is poor or that there is a sudden
drop in quality, call the help desk
at 630-752-4357, and they will
look into it. If there are multiple
reports in one area, IT can investigate the issue, whether it’s a quick
fix or a longer-term solution.”
“If you have a non-Wheaton
wireless device that might be creating a problem, contact the Help

The beauty of
discipline:
Updates from SG

By Alyssa Vukelich
EVP of Student Care
At the beginning of the year,
my committee and I cast our vision for student care. We decided
that while we wanted to create
awareness and provide education for student care issues, we
also wanted to promote action
on those issues. So far we have
hosted a variety of educational events and have made great
strides in bringing topics of student care to the forefront. Last
semester, we de-stressed with
Wheaton Wellness Week, and
we learned about depression from
the Not Alone open house. This
semester, we have been working hard on events and information for Eating Disorder Awareness Week, which is Feb. 22-28.
This semester, we want to promote more action in addition to
awareness. We are learning all of
these things about health, depression, eating disorders and more,
but we also need to know how to
apply this information. Have you
ever found yourself listening to
someone talk about mental health
issues and not know how to respond? Are you going to be an RA,
DSG leader or in another positon
or career where you may need to
know how to respond to a mental
health situation? Get certified in
mental health first aid! On March
21 and 28, we are hosting certification training sessions where
you can learn invaluable information about how to respond in
a crisis, as well as receive a threeyear certification. The cost is $30,
and you can register by emailing
aly.vukelich@my.wheaton.edu. I
encourage anyone interested to
contact me and be a part of this
class! Knowing what to do in a
crisis and how to help a friend
is absolutely worth the effort.

Desk for assistance reconfiguring
it so that it does not interfere with
others. If you know a floor mate or
friend who is using a wireless router, perhaps give them a friendly
reminder that it’s not cool to hog
the Wi-Fi,” Woodward added.
IT Services will be using technology to identify devices that are
causing problems and assisting
students in reconfiguring them
so that they are non-intrusive
or removed from the network.
Woodward said, “IT Services will continue to monitor wireless network issues and
evaluate whether additional
adjustments need to be made
to the network configuration.”
Freshmen Ariana Damaske
said that as a student technician
at IT, she knows that there is a
specific team that is continuing
to deal with the issues regarding
internet connection, network and
Wi-Fi. She added that people experiencing problems with internet
connection can visit the IT office
in Blanchard to determine the
cause of their computer problems.

onebody
Lunar New Year
Festival Returns
By Katelyn Skye Bennett
News Editor
The Lunar New Year Festival
will be held in Coray Alumni
Gymnasium tomorrow from 7-9
p.m. Cultural music and dance
performances, East Asian food
and fellowship will welcome in
the Year of the Goat. Koinonia, Chinese Culture Club and
Rice Bowl are all working together to host the celebration.
The New Year, the biggest holiday in East Asia, began on Feb.
19 — yesterday in the US and
two days ago for many parts of
East Asia. Eighth in the 12-year
Chinese Zodiac cycle, the Year
of the Goat, Sheep or Ram follows the Year of the Horse and
precedes the Year of the Monkey.
The event’s Facebook page
notes the worshipful aspect of the
festival glorifying God through
an Asian context, and junior
Edwin Chung from Koinonia
added that the festival is meant
to provide a fun time as well.
Bubble tea will be served along
with a selection of East Asian
foods for supper. In addition to
dance and song numbers, the
clubs will also present the history of the New Year holiday.
Tickets for the festival are
available in advance and at the
door, and students from all cultures are welcome to the celebration of East Asian culture. The
festival is a campus wide event.

Courtesy istockphoto
student.government@my.wheaton.edu
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news 3

Laura Clark
Middle East Understanding club president senior Josiah Cohen (left) led talks about Islam,
inviting guests to add to the discussion.

cording to her, that is natural.
Islam brought her back to having what she called “one God.”
Since Both was a child, she
questioned the Trinity. Both said
she knew all about the Trinity — she had been told many
times. Still, it did not make sense.
How could God be three in one?
Converting to Mormonism narrowed God down to two persons
since Mormons believe in the Father and Son, but claim that the
Holy Spirit can be given. Both
believed everyone is born with
the Spirit. When she switched
to Islam, Both said she returned
to the state in which she was
born, believing in “one God.”
Both encouraged the students to ask questions about
God, for how can anyone know
about him if they do not do so?
Furthermore, while Western
thought would view Both’s hijab
as restricting, she said it makes
her feel beautiful. Both was accompanied by four Muslim men,
all from mosques in the Chicagoland area. Hoping to clear up
misconceptions about Islam and
convey the religion’s true message,
one of the men addressed this
incorrect belief about the hijab.
He said the hijab is meant to
liberate women rather than restrict them, for they do not have
to try to dress up their physi-

Dates from page 1

for their Senior Class Banquet,
but the idea initially came from
senior class president Emma
McRoberts and senior vice
president Cameron Williams.
According to Williams, the
Senior Date Auction was actually “one of the longest things to
culminate” this year. “A lot of the
original ideas were Emma’s as
senior class president. I just had
a few tweaks and suggestions.”
Since taking office, Williams
had been passionate about creating more opportunities to involve the senior class business
manager through a Valentine’s
Day fundraiser. However, in a
desire to support other organizations on campus, McRoberts and
Williams deferred many of their

cal appearances to be beautiful. With a hijab, women can be
viewed as individuals rather than
be judged based on their looks.
The Muslims explained the
five pillars of Islam and then addressed anonymous questions the
audience had written on note
cards and given to club president
senior Josiah Cohen. Firstly, Islam is based on faith — belief in
one God. Secondly the religion is
based on prayer. Muslims are to
pray five types of prayer throughout the day. The third pillar of
Islam is fasting in the season of
Ramadan. Next, all Muslims who
are able are supposed to take a
pilgrimage to the center of the
earth: Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Finally, the fifth pillar of Islam is
charity. Muslims give 2.5 percent
of their earnings to the poor in
order to alleviate world poverty.
According to the Muslims
speaking at the meeting, if anyone believes those five things,
he or she is a Muslim, regardless of the sect. There is only
one Islam. If the person diverges
from Islam yet still claims to be
Muslim, he or she is not actually Muslim, the men said. They
also noted that the Nation of
Islam is not real Islam because
it added Elijah Muhammed as
the final prophet, whereas Islam
believes Muhammed to be the

last and final prophet after Jesus.
The topic of violence and the
real meaning of jihad, which
in English literally translates
“struggle,” were also addressed,
with the men emphasizing that
Islam is a peaceful religion. They
quoted verses about peace from
the Qu’ran and said that “jihad” has become a buzzword.
They noted that the Qu’ran
has been attacked ever since it
was revealed but that terrorism by Muslims was not commonly in the media until 2001.
They added that the Twin Towers
were never proved to have been
destroyed by Muslims, and they
said that acts of violence by Muslims do not represent the religion
of Islam itself. The men maintained that Muslims are commanded to be peaceable people.
According to the Muslim
guests at the Middle East Understanding Club’s meeting, the
“meaning of Islam” is to surrender oneself to God, submit to
him, obey the Ten Commandments and do all this sincerely.
Peace results from doing these
things, according to the speakers.
The Middle East Understanding Club is planning a
second trip to the mosque and
the guest speakers welcomed
students to plan a visit there
to learn more about Islam.

ideas that were similar to existing
Valentine traditions. After brainstorming several other possibilities such as a senior serve fundraiser, which favored more male
involvement, the two leaders went
to the council to pitch the proposal for a silent senior date auction of male and female seniors.
Initially, many people on
the council were opposed to
the notion. The event raised a
number of concerns regarding the controversy of bidding,
the risk of cleaving from traditional fundraising and finding
seniors willing to participate.
Williams acknowledged, “The
whole event has a scandalous nature to it.” However, the council
made an effort to eliminate all

the negative connotations associated with an auction by making everything confidential and
making sure there was an emphasis on friendly and comfortable “date” suggestions, many of
which were given in the schoolwide emails advertising the event.
Despite these precautions, the
Senior Class Council took a risk
in opting for an untested fundraiser with their Senior Class
Banquet at stake. The risk reflected the innovation-driven leadership of the Senior Class Council,
who, in the past, has diverged
from the more tradition-oriented
encouragement of the administration. Williams emphasized a lack

Dates page 6 >>
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Swooshtika

By Emily Mirrilees
Guest Writer
President of the Media Ecology Club freshman James Sharpe
explained, “This club isn’t for everyone. If you love your iPhone
and can’t put it down, you’re
not invited.” The Media Ecology Club, sponsored by associate professor of communication
Read Schuchardt, had its first
event on the evening of Feb.
12. A select handful of students
were chosen to participate, as
meetings are by invitation only.
Schuchardt gave the select 14
students something to remember. Schuchardt loves controversy,
conspiracy and reality. His conception of the world is rooted in
the idea that the world is always
darker, scarier, more twisted and
more contrived than we allow
ourselves to believe. Endlessly
compelled by a desire to see authenticity realized in our world,
he uses the field of media ecology to root out those underlying paradigms that control and
compel us without our knowledge. To this end, he wrote an
exposition on the symbol of the
Nike swoosh and its cultural significance: “Swoosh: the perfect
icon for a post-literate world”
It has been published in Christianity Today, the Utne Reader
and others and won awards.
Just as the Christian fish was a
text-less symbol of camaraderie in
54 AD, the Nike swoosh became

same type of icon between the
1970s and ’90s. The idea is that
if a person is in the know, he or
she will know the code. Ironically,
media ecology extends invitations
to its attendees the same way.
Schuchardt argued that in our
culture and the traditional classroom we are “taught the X is bad,
dangerous, extreme or dead while
a checkmark is good, approval
and makes you feel good inside.”
Therefore we have been conditioned to understand the swoosh
as approval during our upbringing.

Incarceration from page 1

Ridenhour Award for her documentary “Gideon’s Army,” spoke
in Barrows Auditorium on Feb. 12
about America’s heightened rate
of incarceration and the plight of
public defenders. She centered her
talk on the “war on drugs,” claiming that America’s tight drug legislation lies at the crux of the issue.
Owens delivered a lecture on
“the role of faith-based com-

“Media literacy is the new
necessity because of the 12
out of your 16 waking hours
a day you don’t interact with
print anymore. We have to
prepare our students for the
present world, not the irrelevant past. Media literacy
is the only way to understand, to read your world.”

Dr. Read Schuchardt lectures a class about the similar marketing schemes that Nike and its
swoosh share with those of the Third Reich.
Andrew Graber

The kids who would have received the approval of the checkmark the least during school
would have been the “dumb jock”
trope and the inner city kid, the
place with the highest dropout
rate. Those without intellectual
capital would subconsciously
crave the checkmark of the Nike
swoosh and be naturally drawn to

buy Nike products with the logo.
Schuchardt began to study
this concept after seeing the
swoosh without any text on a
billboard in Times Square. The
swoosh, originally described as
an “abstract symbol representing speed and motion,” stood
alone on a billboard, paving its
way into the post-literate world.
In the mid-1990s, numerous
news stories were covering a string

of puzzling murders in inner cities across the country. People were
found dead, shoeless, with all their
valuable possessions on them.
Slowly, the police realized all the
victims had been wearing Nikes.
Schuchardt came to the realization that “these things
seem to have a higher symbolic
value than we’re recognizing.”
Schuchardt began to notice that
Nike advertising mimicked that

of the Third Reich: Red, white
and black were highly used colors.
Nike town in New York City was
located in a pillared building with
red banners hanging showing a
black Nike swoosh within a white
circle. Perhaps more recognizable
Nazi-Nike symbol would be the
design in which four swooshes
are arranged to look like a swas-

munity organizing” in “addressing the challenge of mass incarceration” on Feb. 17. The event
was sponsored by CUE. Owens,
who teaches political science at
Emory University, titled his lecture after Luke 4:18: “To proclaim freedom for the prisoners.”
The Record corresponded with
Wheaton alumni and former student chaplain Matthew Vega ’13
about America’s criminal justice
system and the influence of drug

legislation on urban communities.
Vega graduated with a BITH degree, and now works with at-risk
youth in the Chicagoland region.
“As a black and brown man, I
became all too familiar with this
social ill that strangles the lives
of poor communities of color,”
Vega wrote in an email. “Its victims were members of my family. This social problem is of tremendous importance to me as I
currently have a brother who is

incarcerated for 15 years; a father
who is a CPD police officer in
the Gang Unit; and I have personally been subjected to poor
policing and judicial discrimination growing up in poor communities of color my entire life.”
Based on what Porter explained in her lecture, Vega’s experience is not uncommon, as
mass incarceration disproportionately affects communities of color.
While Porter said that “white

Americans are most likely to
use most illicit drugs — specifically
marijuana, cocaine,
and LSD,” Americans of color
are significantly more likely to be arrested and imprisoned for drug-related crimes.
Professor of anthropology
Brian Howell remarked: “The
way that the so-called war on
drugs has been prosecuted, the
way that it’s been implemented,
and the way that federal money
has been used to support it has
created present conditions of
inequality. And it’s very direct.”
“Prisons in America are overwhelmed with black and brown
bodies, primarily for minor drug
offenses,” Vega added. “The age
of mass incarceration carries with
it every tool of stigmatization
that the era of Jim Crow did.”
“Mass incarceration (also)
has an historical precedent,”
Vega
continued. “America’s
‘war on drugs’ disproportionately targeted poor communities of color on every level of
the judicial system: the courts,
sentencing, legal representation,
interaction with the police, etc.”
The effect is particularly evident when considering the role
of public defenders, Porter explained. Due to the sheer volume
of criminal cases, public defenders
routinely cover 120-180 cases at
a time. This often leads to inadequate representation for those
faced with criminal charges.
Porter’s film “Gideon’s Army,”
which follows the life of three
public defenders in the Ameri-

Filmmaker Dawn Porter, winner of the Ridenhour Award in 2014, addresses the crowd in Barrows Auditorium on Feb. 12

Andrew Graber
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written the book “Touched by a
Vampire: Discovering the hidden
messages in the Twilight saga,”
and is currently working on a
review of “Fifty Shades of Grey”
for “The Christian Century.”
This interview has been edited for clarity and length.
Record: What
you interested in
light” series? What
nection between
and “Fifty Shades

first got
the “Twiis the con“Twilight”
of Grey?”

Dr. Beth Jones: I’m a reader.
I read everything. I switch between popular stuff and classic stuff, and if something is as
popular as “Twilight,” I want to
know what’s going on. When I
read the last book in the Twilight
series, I got frustrated with some
of the things that were going on,
particularly as they relate to how
young women — all women —
are being encouraged to think
about their identities through
that narrative. So I happened to
write a blog piece about it, which
led to this book. I never thought
I would sit down and write a
book about “Twilight,” but I was
asked to, and it gave me a chance
to talk about things I really care
about: sex, gender, family, marriage and love and how all those
things affect us as disciples. So
the themes were things I wanted
to talk about. My colleagues still
tease me about the vampires.
When I first heard about
“Shades of Grey” I laughed because I never would have thought
of it in a million years — the idea

of domination fan fiction — but
when somebody mentioned it to
me, I thought, “of course. That’s
exactly what “Twilight” is. It’s
about a controlling relationship
where the girl gives up her whole
life and identity in order to be
with the dangerous boy who is
going to destroy her.” Strangely
enough, “Fifty Shades” is a faithful translation of “Twilight” in
lots of ways. There are similar relationships. For instance, both of
the female characters are really
clumsy, which is really the only
thing to say about them. They’re
these clumsy girls who are pretty,
but they don’t think they’re pretty,
and they trip over their own feet
a lot. The big picture is that sex,
romance and love is a danger to
women and destroys who they
are. Of course in “Shades of Grey”
it’s pornified and eroticized in a
way that it’s not in “Twilight,” although I think the wedding night
scene in “Twilight” might do
more damage to marriages than
“Fifty Shades of Grey” in certain
ways. The idea is the same: “Sex
is dangerous. You wake up with
bruises.” It’s really horrifying.
Why do you think “Fifty
Shades” has become so popular in the cultural sphere?
BJ: It’s interesting, I read a
Salon piece this week that said
something to the effect of: “I’ve
never agreed with crazy, fundamentalist Christians before, but
I do about this.” So there are
some unexpected allies on the
topic. However, I also think that
we live in a misogynistic culture.
We’re all socialized, at least on
some level, to eroticize violence.

So somehow this movie strikes a
chord with all of that. It’s not as
though there are these good people who don’t find violence erotic,
and bad people who do. I think
our whole society finds violence
erotic. And the film plays on that.
Do you see this film as playing into a larger conversation
about issues of sexual assault,
misogyny
and
patriarchy?

BJ: Absolutely. It’s one of the
ironies of our sinful world that at
the same time we’re trying to raise
awareness about sexual assault,
we have this “violence against
women fantasy” selling hundreds
of millions of copies. The culture in which we need to become
aware of consent is the same culture that sells this sick fantasy.
What would you say to
students who are thinking
about seeing “Fifty Shades
of Grey,” or whose interests have been sparked?
BJ: Honestly, I think the trailer
sparks all of our interests, because
we’re shaped by a sinful world. I
would counsel against seeing it.
Even though it’s related to things
I write about in my professional
life, I’ve also chosen not to see
it. Once you have an image of
something like that in your head,
it sticks. Our sexual imaginations
continue to be trained by what
we take in and see. So if we can
be aware that we’re all interested,
but also be aware that that’s a
bad idea, then we can take some
responsibility for training our
imaginations by avoiding certain
types of content. I don’t think

anyone should feel guilty about
that spark of interest. But I think
we have to recognize it for what
it is, which is interest in a type of
sexuality that is not God’s interest for us. That is not about the
type of relationship described in
Ephesians 5 where someone loves
their wife as much as their own
body. If we can raise an antenna, it
can help us to make good choices.
You just mentioned Ephesians 5. Are there any other passages that you think
could help frame the context
of this movie theologically?
BJ: I think about the whole
story of scripture in which we see
that God is the lover and we are
the beloved. We learn from that
story what love is supposed to
look like. It doesn’t look like hitting women with riding crops. I
think of Paul’s discussion of sex
in 1 Corinthians 7, particularly
where he counsels married couples not to deprive each other because their bodies aren’t their own.
In the Greco-Roman context everyone assumed that the wife’s
body was not her own — and
maybe in our context too if “Fifty
Shades of Grey” is this popular —
but for Paul to say the husband’s
body is not his own is really startling. It implies a mutuality and a
give-and-take, and real togetherness that this kind of domination
fantasy is the direct opposite of.
The movie also seems to
muddle the concepts of consent and abuse. How do we
think through those issues?
BJ: It’s really important. It does
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muddle the concept of consent.
In the part of the book I read,
the man is always stressing that
this is consensual. But consent
means to really work together,
to be together, to want together,
and that is clearly not what is going on in “Fifty Shades.” This is
one of the reasons that Christians
understand that sex belongs in
marriage, because marriage is a
kind of public, communal context
for consent where you’re not just
alone trying to decide whether
to do something someone wants
you to do in order to make that
person love you. Instead, you’ve
stood up in front of your church
and in front of your community
and said we’re in this really intimate, really vulnerable, possibly
— because we’re sinners — really
dangerous relationship with each
other, and we need a communal
accountability structure to help
us through. I don’t think consent
can be confidential. I don’t buy it.
Do you have any other comments?
BJ: I think consent really is a
fundamentally Christian idea. I
think Christians invented consensual sex. But the way our culture
uses the idea is not Christian at
all because it’s individualized and
it’s reduced to what I want, what
you want, and it’s not put into
the context of God’s bigger plan.
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Incarceration from page 4

can south, examines this issue.
In Owens’ lecture, he shared
concerns about the quality and
scope of our prison system.
“Unless we reduce the punitiveness and population of the
criminal corrections system,
making it more merciful and
less degrading, we will continue
to see high rates of recidivism
and exacerbated rates of racial,
class, and spatial disparities in
the United States,” Owens said.
Additionally, Owens focused
on reframing the conversation in terms of “imprisonment” instead of “incarceration.”
“Incarceration focuses on the
physical walled off institutions,”
Owens said, “Imprisonment
broadens our lense to include restricting movement by hindering
mobility and bounded liberty.”
Owens cited “voting rights restrictions,” “bans against the receipt of
cash assistance of poor people for
food,” and “limits on attaining
friendships and even families” as a
result of government “policies that
restrict the political, social, and
civil rights of our imprisoned.”
According
to
associate professor of political science Larycia Hawkins, such
restrictive policies are deeply connected to our rhetoric.
“There’s a direct correlation between how we talk about people
and the kinds of policies we get
as a result,” Hawkins said. “I think
(our country) has framed criminals

as nonhuman, as deviant, as some
other category or class of people.
So when they get out (of prison),
it’s easy to say, ‘You can’t vote.’
It’s easy to say ‘you don’t deserve
welfare.’ It’s easy to say, ‘Despite
what we say about the American
dream, you don’t get to start over
— because you’re not actually human, you’re less than human.”’
For Owens, religious institutions and communities of faith
are central to framing a resolution.
“I believe that communities of
faith, especially Christians, are vital to ending or at least reducing
the punitiveness of criminal correction and the degradation of the
incarcerated and the decarcerated
in the United States,” he said.
“The church has an affirmative role to play in dignifying
people created in God’s image — period,” Hawkins added.
“Just as the civil rights movement confronted Jim Crow,
we can confront mass incarceration,”
said
Howell.
For students interested in
learning more about issues of
mass incarceration and criminal
justice, Dr. Harold Dean Trulear
will be speaking for the African
American Church Lectureship on
Wednesday Feb. 25 in Blanchard
339 at 7 p.m. Trulear works as
director of the healing communities prison ministry and prison
reentry project of the Philadelphia Leadership Foundation. He
will also be speaking in chapel.

Subscribe to The Record
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Telephone
Make checks payable to The Wheaton Record
CPO W135 | 501 College Ave. | Wheaton,
IL 60187
One Year ($30) Thru December 2015
Two Years ($50) Thru December 2016
Phone: 630.752.5077
Email: the.record@my.wheaton.edu

Additionally, CUE is sponsoring a paper competition
on the topic of “mass incarceration.”
Submissions
are
due March 27, and CUE will
award one cash prize of $300.
Associate professor of urban
studies and politics and international relations Noah Toly also
mentioned several organizations
that students who are interested
can get involved with, such as
the nondenominational nonprofit
mission:usa and coffee brand “I
Have a Bean.” Likewise, Toly
noted that there are various “community organizing and advocacy
efforts that students can join
with all along the metro area.”
That said, Vega recommended
that “students at Wheaton... look
deep into the problem before
suggesting solutions to fix the
problem.” Particularly, he recommended students read Michelle Alexander’s book “The
New Jim Crow,” which both
speakers cited in their lectures.
“God is on a mission,” said
Vega, “His mission is to restore
justice to a world that slanders its name on a daily basis
and to establish his Kingdom.”
“We are (God’s) new covenant
people,” continued Vega, “empowered by the Holy Spirit to ‘preach
the gospel to the poor’, ‘proclaim
release to the captives’, ‘recovery of
sight to the blind’, ‘set free those
who are oppressed’, and ‘proclaim
the favorable year of the Lord.’”

Dates from page 3

of pressure from the administration, simply noting that the Senior Class Council was more willing to try new ideas rather than
traditions that people enjoyed.
One of the Council’s primary
concerns was accumulating a diverse number of senior participants
without overly relying on friend
groups. Through networking
and persuasion, the Senior Class
Council was able to find twentyeight male and female seniors
from various niches of Wheaton
College, several of whom expressed enthusiasm for the event.
Wheaton College has two
major stereotypes about its dating culture: “ring by spring” and
“what dating culture?” When
asked which the auction seemed
to be operating off of, senior participant Andrew Shadid laughed,

Swooshtika from page 4
tika. Unfortunately, that is not
some graphic designer’s joke —
the design is on a real T-shirt.
Schuchardt encouraged his
media ecology students to “bring
it to the surface,” meaning they
should notice the semantic environment around themselves and
recognize patterns. “Media literacy is the new necessity because of
the 12 out of your 16 waking hours
a day you don’t interact with print
anymore. We have to prepare our
students for the present world,
not the irrelevant past. Media
literacy is the only way to understand, to read your world,” he said.
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“(God) didn’t give up on the
world he created. But rather, he pursued it in love and
sought justice and peace for it

relentlessly. We

should

too.”
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“I hope not the first one!” Shadid
shared his excitement to explore more of the personal stories among his fellow students.

“In many ways, the
plurality of responses
reflected the dual and
somewhat contradictory
stereotype of Wheaton
College’s dating culture.”
Many of the other participating
seniors vocalized similar outlooks
on the fundraiser as a fun means
for students to interact with seniors rather than a romantic ploy.
During the fundraising, the
student body seemed to be torn
on both sides. Some adamantly
rejected the notion of bidding
while others expressed enthusiSchuchardt is not the only
one to connect the swoosh to its
power to bring about murder.
Macklemore’s song and music
video “Wings” describes the artist’s experience with Nike shoes,
saying, “Look at me, look at me.
I’m a cool kid, I’m an individual,
yeah, but I’m part of a movement.”
After the event, freshman Jon
Gross said, “I agree with his theory,
but I wish he’d expounded more.”
For those interested in future Media Ecology Club meetings, Sharpe said, “Look for
unexplained glyphs and signs
throughout campus and ask
someone who knows about them.”

asm for the event as an amusing
way to get to know seniors. Others remained hesitant and unsure
of what to think. In many ways,
the plurality of responses reflected the dual and somewhat contradictory stereotype of Wheaton College’s dating culture.
Nevertheless, from the first day,
Williams said he was surprised
from the positive response and
bids they received. “It wasn’t the
maximum possible bids, but we
got more than I expected,” he said.
Many of the senior participants
encouraged students to look beyond Wheaton College’s romantic stereotypes and to be more
free and open to being friendly
without pressure or stigma. Student body president Grace Pyo
said, “I’ve heard that more people
— men and women — are asking people out on dates. I think
that’s a positive development.”
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