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72 hours of prayer for global church

Students prayed and worshipped in the
Phelps Room in Lower Beamer Center
during a vigil that lasted three days

Laura Clark

By Aseye Agamah
Staff Editor
The World Christian Fellowship (WCF) kicked off the 72Hour Kingdom Prayer Vigil on
Sunday under the Office of Christian Outreach, starting with internship coordinator Dan Haase’s

speech at the opening event and
worship led by the Chapel Band
in Pierce Chapel. The event
ended Wednesday with closing
worship led by last year’s chapel
band leader, senior Joy Pettigrew.
Students and faculty were able
to sign up for 20-minute time
slots to be a part of the continu-

Tru-Colour team address
racial diversity through
new emoji application
By Hannah Wartnik
Assistant News Editor
A team led by alumni Toby
Meisenheimer and five Wheaton students have been working on creating an application
designed to introduce diversity into the daily parts of life.
Born out of a Tru-Colour
Products creation, TruEmoji.
com assembled world-class developers to build a keyboard
that could exist on the iPhone
alongside current emojis and
provide people who aren’t yellow a better matching emoji.
Truemoji shares a common
mission with Tru-Colour Bandages, deriving its vision from the
band-aid provider’s movement.
According to its website,
“Tru-Colour
Bandages
exists to bring bandage equality to the industry.” Branching
out from the usual beige tones,
Tru-Colour develops bandages

to match a variety of skin tones.
The app will bring a wide variety of emoticons to the standard
keyboard, including faces with
many different skin tones, namely
darker ones. As of now there
are no black emoticon options.
“We wanted to make it
known that diversity matters in
all aspects of life,” said sophomore Matthew Adams, who
serves as a student spokesperson for truemoji along with fellow sophomore Wesley Braden.
“The world has been asking for emojis that aren’t all
yellow, and ‘thumbs up’ and
pound-it fistbumps that aren’t
all peachy pale,” the online description reads. “So we decided to do something about it.
“If we were all created differently, why are all emojis the same?” truemoji asks
on
their
facebook
page.
“There is a huge calling for

Truemoji page 3 >>

ous prayer time that took place in
the Gold Star Chapel. The event
focused on the global church,
and was centered around a specific theme — participants were
given a list of needs for different
areas around the world and were
invited to sign up to pray in both
individual and group settings.

The chapel provided an optimal,
peaceful environment conducive
to conscious conversation with
the Lord. The setting contributed to a calming environment
that allowed for focused prayer.
Why should Wheaton students get involved in praying for
the global church? “You are part

of the global body of Christ,”
WFC’s Special Events Coordinator sophomore Bethany Thomas,
said. “It can be easy to forget it
when you allow yourself to stay
only concerned with the Christians on this campus. We have a
greater calling to care for, be aware

Prayer page 4 >>

Campus gathers to showcase dance moves
By Austin Chu
Staff Writer

Andrew Graber

Ever since the 1980’s, Wheaton
students have gathered together
for Air Jam. In its early years, the
event consisted solely of lip-syncing. Now it includes music, intricate choreography, intense flips,
extravagant costumes and props.
Resident halls, student organizations, floors and groups of friends
come together to organize and
choreograph acts for a fun night.
Air Jam 2015 took place on the
night of Feb. 6 in Coray Alumni

Air Jam page 2 >>

Voting info? There’s an app for that

By Hannah Wartnik
Assistant News Editor

Several years ago, senior Daniel Van Schooten was faced with
a problem. It was his first time
voting, and as a political science major, he had carefully researched each candidate. When
he reached the polls, however,
he realized that his research had
only covered roughly one third of
the races for office. The result of
his frustration was the conception of a website and application,
ElectonPrep, that would inform
voters on election candidates.
Danial Van Schooten said former speaker of the House of Representatives and former Wheaton graduate Dennis Hastert

Read something interesting?
Share it online from wheatonrecord.com! Follow us at:

commented that, “ElectionPrep
takes a clear step toward educating a new generation of voters.
The integrity of our democracy relies on educated voters.”
According to Van Schooten,
“It is these local, county and
state elections that often have the
greatest impact in people’s dayto-day lives. This issue can be seen
all across the United States, where
local elections receive abysmally
low turnout rates. This has resulted in mayors who are often elected
by only 5-10 percent of the residents of the cities they represent.”
He added that while almost 50
percent of registered voters vote
for the president, only around 15
percent of voters around the nation elect the local government.

The solution he and junior
Robert Trca have envisioned is
ElectionPrep, what Van Schooten
described as, “a project that will
help people make informed voting decisions in local elections.”
“This was born out of my own
frustration of turning up to the
polling stations and being surprised by races and candidates that
I knew nothing about, despite having attempted to do my research
beforehand,” said Van Schooten.
Under the current system, he
emphasized that “People don’t
vote for people, they vote for
parties which means that ... politicians become responsible to
parties and not to the people.”
The website is structured to

Voting page 4 >>
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In Issue 19, guest writer Anabell Castañeda’s name was mistakenly spelled, “Anabell Castañada.”

Air Jam from page 1

Adventures in school politics
SG Update

By Grace Pyo
Student Body President
Every year, Student Government goes off-campus for
a weekend for its annual midyear retreat. This year, we played
games, talked around the fire and
enjoyed an abundance of delicious food. But for SG, the midyear retreat is also a critical time
to evaluate our work and establish
a renewed vision. We spent a few
hours in the living room with
oversized sheets of paper and
markers, mapping out the areas
we plan to emphasize this spring.
First, EVP of Global Engagement senior Anne Justine Houser
and EVP of Educational Policies
senior Abigail Canfield will be
organizing this year’s Outstanding First Year Student Award.
Competitive scholarships such as
the Truman, Rhodes and Marshall are incredible opportunities for Wheaton students. The
OFYS seeks to support freshmen with potential for these
kinds of awards. Further information will be coming soon
about how students can apply.
Second, EVP of College Life
junior Morgan Jacob will work
with her committee on campus
sustainability and environmental

policies. The College Life Committee will be launching a marketing campaign to encourage students to use baskets in place of the
styrofoam containers in the Stupe
when dining in, and Bon Appetit
has agreed to replace the styrofoam with biodegradable containers by the end of the semester.
Finally, SG will continue to
work on its communication strategy. The SG Student Experience
Assessment is a survey that will
give students a chance to comment on SG’s work and share their
opinions on improving campus.
The Student Government
Board members continue to be
hard at work. The class officers are
planning events that will bring
the classes together in worship
and fun, and ongoing initiatives
such as the Living Room Series
and all-campus prayer are a major
focus of several board members.
As we have learned this year,
regular evaluation and reflection are necessary for effective
leadership. We on SG are excited to serve campus with renewed vision for the spring.

student.government@my.wheaton.edu
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Gymnasium, featuring two packed
performances at 8 and 10 p.m.
College Union began hosting two
performances in 2009 to accommodate increasing audience sizes.
Sophomore Jeremy Vischer said,
“This year’s Air Jam was pretty great because I knew more
people up there on stage. I definitely thought the crowd was
more into it this year, and the
acts got more extravagant and
were more prepared as well.”
During the event, Coray Gym
was dimly lit, music pumped and
students packed into the venue.
Word quickly spread that Air
Jam 2015 was not going to be the
same show as last year. College
Union events coordinator junior
Tyler Hansen said, “This year, our
groups covered a wide range of
students that participated in the
event. All the RAs participated,
as well as groups such as the Dekes and Honduras Project, in addition to groups of friends that
wanted to have a fun time, such
as three sophomores from T6
and some senior girls. This event
had a wide range of participants
and encouraged many people
from all over campus to attend.”
The 2015 Air Jam cast touched
on a variety of themes: from “Napoleon Dynamite” to “Cheetah
Girls” to the 80’s. Perhaps the
crowd was more into the event this
year because of the wide range of
groups that College Union picked
to represent. With a wider range
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of groups representing the campus, the audience could recognize more students participating.
The event took much work and
preparation from College Union.
As events coordinator for College
Union, Hansen is responsible for
overseeing the upcoming President’s Ball and Class Films as
well as assisting College Union
with other events. When asked
about the process of preparing
for Air Jam, Hansen said, “We
recruited people to prepare their
acts, and we did a lot of advertising and personal invites to groups
to encourage them to apply. Then
we had auditions and selected the
acts for the event. Lastly, we put
together the order of the night and
worked through all the logistics.
Also, (sophomore) Caris Chun

did an amazing job planning the
event, and (junior) Kei Takazawa
was brilliant at managing all the
technological stuff for the event.”
Overall, Air Jam was a success. Not only was it popular among students, but small
groups of families, professors and staff attended as well.
Seniors Emilee Wenz and Ben
Nussbaum emceed the event.
They entertained the crowd
by
critiquing the odd costumes and overplayed ‘90s jams.
Nussbaum
also
performed
with the upper class hall RAs.
Air Jam was only the first thing
College Union has planned for
the rest of the year. Upcoming
events include President’s Ball on
Monday at Union Station and the
Roller Disco on Friday, March 20.

Rampage dances their winning performance on Friday night.
Fischer RAs took second and the Smith-Traber RAs came in
third place.
Andrew Graber
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“Japan OKs aid to foreign troops’ non-military operations”
Reuters
On Tuesday, Japan, a pacifist country since
World War II, revised its foreign aid charter to
fund non-military operations of other countries’
armed forces. Japan has had a long-standing
policy that foreign aid should not be used for
military purposes, but in the newly released
charter it declared non-military aid to military
will be considered case by case.

“The search for an Ebola cure is gearing up —
but there may be too few patients”
Washington Post
One clinical drug trail had to be canceled in
January due to lack of patients to test. Other
possible cures have also struggled to find patients now that they are ready for human trail.
Currently vaccines from blood plasma of Ebola
survivors are offering hope for a cure.

South America

“Amid complaints in India, a real estate deal in
Manhattan”
New York Times
Nearly 200 military personal put most of their
life savings into a high-rise apartment complex in 2008 that still is not completed. Developer Kabul Chawla moved in 2011 as court
cases were filed against him. Chawla lives in a
4,050-square-foot condominium in the Time
Warner Center.

Public Safety Blotter
Monday, Feb. 2: General Service
Radiator was leaking in Pierce Chapel.
Monday, Feb. 2: General Service
Salted the entrance of the Billy Graham Center.

Asia

“Colombia Farc: Guerrillas invite Miss Universe to talks”
BBC
Colombia’s government and the Colombia Farc
rebel militia are deadlocked in their negotiation
efforts. During her Miss Universe interviews,
Paulina Vegas said she wanted to see peace in
Colombia. She has since been invited by the
anti-government guerrillas to join the negotiations.

Monday, Feb. 2: Maintenance Request
Terrace Apartments ran out of hot water.
Tuesday, Feb. 3: General Service
Standing water on floor in Beamer
Center possibly caused by a toilet that
overflowed.

Wednesday, Feb. 4: Motorist Assistance
Woman got her car stuck on the parking
blocks at the tennis courts.
Friday, Feb. 6: Service Admit
Student retrieved personal belongings locked
inside Armerding Hall.
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By Anabell Castañeda
Guest Writer
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Writing to inspire social change

news 3

“My primary goal is to help
students see how their individual
welfare is connected to the welfare of the communities that matter to them, (how) it is in their
self interest to work for the benefit of the community and that
writing and rhetoric offer powerful means for achieving their
individual career goals and for
building stronger communities,”
Paul Feigenbaum said Thursday.
Feigenbaum, assistant professor of English at Florida International University, and Paula
Mathieu, director of the first year
writing program at Boston College, will speak at an upcoming
conference on community writing at University of Colorado
Boulder, and first lectured at an
English function titled “Writing
for a Social Change” at Wheaton. They encouraged students
to consider writing as a plat-

form to create social change.
Feigenbaum spoke on cultivating and sustaining networks through engaged writing. “When it comes to social
change, how much does writing matter?” Feigenbaum asked
at the beginning of his lecture.
“Today, we are lucky that
there are more opportunities
than ever before to make writing matter. Nevertheless, rarely
does writing matter automatically. People have to dedicate
themselves to making writing
matter through an ongoing process,” Feigenbaum continued.
He emphasized that if people
seek to make a difference through
their writing, especially through
blogs, tweets and other online
media, their participation must
extend beyond singular activities. Otherwise, writing’s power
to create social change is limited.
As a graduate student, Feigenbaum taught a course on docu-

mentative writing. In his course,
he gave students as much autonomy over their writing research
projects as possible because he
felt greater student investment
and passion would occur as a result. During the course, students
would pick an issue, carefully
think about it and then formulate an argument establishing
the issue’s importance. Next they
would provide explanations for
what should be done in response.
In a majority of the cases, Feigenbaum found that students were
not actually participating in the
efforts they were advocating for.
“They were basically calling
on other people to do the work
for them. To me this raised issues about credibility,” Feigenbaum said. “Why should
anyone work to make social
change on an issue when the
person advocating change isn’t
doing the work themselves?”
Following Feigenbaum’s lec-

ture, Mathieu spoke on qualities for creating mindful writing
partnerships. “The really simple
truths about writing are often
the ones that I need to learn
over and over again,” she said.
Mathieu
stressed
that
one should regard writing
as a partnership. “The problem is none of us ever write
alone even when we want to.
Referencing Anne Lamott’s
“Bird by Bird,” Mathieu reminded audience members that we
all walk around with unwanted
voices in our heads, whether
negative or positive. Regardless
of the voices, she encouraged
the audience to approach writing as a medium that addresses
important matters of active social
change in a way that is healthy.
Mathieu also suggested that
finding people who are already
doing something that you care
about is the key to the next
step beyond writing. Change

is not just the words on the
page. Rather, it is actually doing
something, which includes engaging the mind in the present.
“The best gift you can give another person is to be fully present.
Mindfulness is paying attention
on purpose, non-judgmentally.
We want to be in the moment,
but there are many things pulling us a million directions all
the time,” Mathieu explained.
Following the lectures, students asked Feigenbaum and
Mathieu more about the meaning of mindfulness and writing as a position of power.
From Oct. 16-17, Feigenbaum will speak on community
literacy and Mathieu will speak
on poverty, homelessness and
prisons at the conference on
community writing at the University of Colorado Boulder.

By Kirkland An
Associate Editor
In an area ravaged by the effects of the power struggle against
the militant Islamic State, the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
was one of the most recent victims of the horrific trademark
executions performed by IS.
Royal Jordanian Air Force
pilot Moath al-Kasasbeh was
burned alive in a video released
by IS on their social media platforms on Feb. 3, which triggered
a heartfelt response from Jordan’s
king, Abdullah II, who vowed
to rain airstrikes upon IS cities.
Jordanian
armed
forces said, “You shall know
who
the
Jordanians
are.”
Even though he is faced with
the execution of al-Kasasbeh on
top of already crippling economic
hardships, Abdullah II’s popularity is surging, and Wheaton students who worked and studied in
Jordan over the past year were witness to the King’s acclaimed status.

Senior Lena Maxey, who
worked in Jordan through a
HNGR internship, said, “The
public opinion is that King
Abdullah II is a great leader.
People love him and his wife,
and everyone speaks extremely
highly of him and is grateful to
have him as a leader. They even go
out of their way to tell you this.”
Likewise, senior Kent Lindbergh who studied abroad in Jordan through BestSemester’s Middle Eastern Studies Program said,
“Over the years, King Abdullah
II has shown respect for the traditional and tribal aspects of the
Jordanian people while also raising the standard of living remarkably and connecting with the
younger generation in Jordan.”
Despite the king’s heralded
reputation, citizens face tough
conditions. Jordanian citizens
can be jailed for speaking out
against the monarch, and Jordan remains the second waterpoorest country in the world.

In the face of such adversity,
Abdullah II forged ahead to defend his military’s honor. There
were even rumors that he, as a
former pilot in the Royal Jordanian Air Force, would personally
lead airstrikes against key IS cities. While the rumors were false,
Abdullah II’s actions attest to the
fact that he a competent commander in chief who intends to
renew his military’s offensive
against the incursion of the IS.
Jordan is an interesting nation, sandwiched between Israel,
Saudi Arabia, Syria and Iraq, and
is currently one of the frontline
nations hindering IS’ advance.
Lindbergh said, “I think it was
necessary for him to act in such a
firm manner against ISIS because
he needs to reassure his people
that they are not afraid and not
going to let ISIS terrorize them.
It is a reality for Jordan, which
borders Syria and Iraq that ISIS
could come their way so I think
it was a smart decision to not

put troops on the ground but to
simply intensify air strikes which
they have been doing alongside
the US for several months now.”
Senior Sam Breslin, who interned in Amman, Jordan last
summer, said, “While war is
never a good thing, I think it was
a wise choice to rally his people
to take action against all the
atrocities going on in the region.”
Assistant professor of politics and international relations
Michael McKoy said, “Jordan
is a frontline state in fighting
against ISIS. For us in America,
this is a genuine existential threat
from ISIS. Any Wheaton student who cares about the stability of the Middle East who does
not want to see an ideology that
is directly bent on killing Christians and murdering innocent
people, enslaving minorities and
enslaving women should care
about the survival of a state that
is on the frontlines fighting ISIS.”
Furthermore, Lindbergh said

that Jordan is recognized as “one
of the most generous countries in
the world,” having accepted more
than one million Syrian and Iraqi
refugees over the last few years,
in spite of their lack of resources.
Lindbergh also commented that
Jordan is committed to promoting the rights of Christians in
a dominantly Muslim society.
The strategic position of Jordan, coupled with its reputation as a safe haven for refugees, makes it crucial to the
fight against IS. If the country’s
military and economy were further crippled, other countries
fighting IS would feel the loss.
“Being allied with the U.S.
already puts them in danger of
retaliation,” Maxey said. “They
are vulnerable as a neighbor with
many Iraqis, Syrians and IS supporters in their borders. They are
much more vulnerable than the
U.S., which is far away and not
as entangled,” she concluded.

King Abdullah II’s approval high in Jordan, students say

Senior Kent Lindbergh
Political science major

“I came to respect King
Abdullah throughout my
time in Jordan and I saw
the genuineness of the
Jordanian people who
respected him for the difficult issues.”

Truemoji from page 1

diverse emojis,” Adams said.
“We were blessed to find a
way to provide those that will
work just like the ones that
are on the keyboard now.”
This provision could be
made because of a connection with Apple through one
of the developers on the team,
whose friend works for Apple.
“We are working with Apple to
make sure we have a very clean,
streamlined app that is very user

friendly,” Adams.explained. “It is
important and needed so it needs
to be working on a higher level.”
Adams stated that the
team hopes that the impact of truemoji on Wheaton
College will be recognized.
“What I want Wheaton
students to see is that Wheaton College can be a growing
place for Christians to make
an impact on the larger community,” Adams said. He reinforced that this app can be used
in widespread ways, not just

Kent Lindbergh studied abroad
with BestSemester as a part
of the Middle Eastern Studies
Program in Amman, Jordan.

Maxey interned with Operation
Mercy in Amman, Jordan during
the summer and fall of 2014.

among evangelical Christians.
“When it’s released, people all over the world will
be using this,” Adams said.
Additionally, the app’s link
to Tru-Colour distinguishes it
as a product of the evangelical Christian community. Adams said that he hopes, “people
will be seeing Christ in our
work. I’m really excited to see
where God is going to take us
in the next months and years.”
Originally slotted for a
Jan. 6 release, truemoji’s cre-

Senior Lena Maxey
Anthropology major

“(King Abdullah II) is a
good leader, does not
oppress minorities, and
has kept the country
stable until now even
in the midst of turmoil
all around the region.”

ators hope to launch the app
within the next few weeks.
Truemoji could be released
beginning in the next few days,
but may take up to a few weeks.
“It’s just a waiting game,” Adams said, saying that it will take
place whenever Apple is ready.
“When they feel there’s a
good app, they’ll release it,” he
said. “We’re just putting our
faith in the Lord that everything will go through smoothly.”
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Voting from page 1

provide information about local
candidates that are not as well
known. After finishing preliminary construction and design for
the website last week, the students behind ElectionPrep began the process of contacting 17
local governments to request information. Eventually they plan
to contact political candidates
themselves. In an effort to provide a relatively unbiased service,
ElectionPrep aims to have each of
the candidates supply their own
information and have the opportunity to speak for themselves.
According to the website,
“This eliminates any chance of
our misrepresenting a candidate,
and ensures that each candidate
is given a level playing field.”
Additionally, Van Schooten explained that many of the local and
county candidates do not even
have campaign websites. They insert ads in newspapers and attend
town hall meetings. Since many
young voters do not attend these
meetings or read local newspapers,

Prayer from page 1

of and lift up the cries of brothers and sisters around the globe.”
On Monday, students were
encouraged to pray for justice
around the world, especially for
countries like Japan and India.
Tuesday’s prayer time focused on
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they lack relevant information.
Van Schooten hopes that “In
the next two months, ElectionPrep will connect local, county and
state representatives who often
lack the finances to do more than
put signs in people’s yards (and)
voters, who often lack the time
and energy to do their research.”
After this is completed, the
site’s creators aim to promote
the application in time for DuPage County’s upcoming April
election, and service the county as a pilot for the project.
Van Schooten said, “Should
this election go well, we plan
to expand to cover all of the
Chicago area next year, providing information on local candidates when most of the coverage is on the federal races.”
The goal is that, “By then,
it would be a fairly automated
process, with candidates able to
create and manage the content
of their own profiles, freeing us
from having to try to manage
profiles for the hundreds of candidates that would be running.”
Potential facets of the site in-

clude, according to Van Schooten, “easily accessible profiles of
the candidates for each of the
positions.” He said that he hopes
the profiles will have a uniform
format similar to Wikipedia for
the purpose of easy navigation.
Additionally,
ElectionPrep will contain information
about the positions including term lengths, job descriptions, and if applicable, salaries.
Advantages of a prospective
app would be “to notify and remind visitors of upcoming local
and state elections,” and maybe
also upcoming events such as
town hall meetings, according to
Van Schooten. Also a possibility
is a Question and Answer section,
where users can submit their questions to candidates for a response.
Because the website also operates as a campaigning tool for
candidates, they would be charged
a small fee to have their profile
posted, which would go toward
making ElectionPrep become an
effective reality. However there
is still a great amount of money needed to attain the goal of

reaching 25 percent of registered
voters with the site. ElectionPrep
could also benefit from an intern
who would gain experience in
web design in return for helping
maintain the website. Daniel Van
Schooten can be contacted for in-

hope for those affected by ISIS,
the persecuted Church in the
Middle East, and those who have
yet to hear the Gospel. On the
last day, Wednesday, the theme
was “revival” for the global church.
Thomas said, “To me, the global
church is the body of Christ, the
believers from many different cul-

tures, tongues, people groups and
backgrounds. We are a diverse lot,
yet we all have the same powerful
God who unites us into his family to be his people and to care
about our world and the people in
it.” She went on to explain how
prayer vigils can be venues for
“equipment and empowerment”

for the global church to flourish.
The aim of World Christian
Fellowship is to inspire the community of Wheaton College to
become invested in the concerns
of the global church and the world
through prayer and celebration of
God’s work on an international
level. The Kingdom Prayer Vigil

formation regarding the position.
ElectionPrep is currently up and
can be reached at electionprep.org

A student surfs the new website for ElectionPrep
Abriel Lee

paid homage to the historic 1995
revival that took place on Wheaton’s campus. A special service
will be taking place in March;
Chaplain Kellough is scheduled
to come and speak about the revival and how it is important to us.

what’s in a textbook won’t change the world

But what’s in you will
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